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(54) System for measuring and using parameters during chest compression for 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation or a simulation thereof 



(57) System for measuring parameters during chest 
compression in a life-saving situation or a practice situ- 
ation, in which a pressure pad containing e.g. an accel- 
erometer and a force activated switch (SW), as well as 
a calculation unit (B), is positioned on a patients chest, 
alternatively on or inside a manikin's chest, in order to 
register parameters such as depression distance, dura- 
tion or rate of depressions during chest compression, in 
a life-saving situation or a practice situation. 

The accelerometer may be installed on a printed cir- 
cuit board arranged at right angles on the pressure pad 
that is to be positioned on a patient's or manikin's chest, 
or the printed circuit board may be placed inside the 

manikin's chest. 

Xhe pressure pad may be provided with markings 



on the top surface for guidance regarding placement on 
a patient's or a manikin's chest. 

The pressure pad or a unit connected to the pres- 
sure pad contains a calculation unit (B) for calculation 
of the compression depthin dependence on the accel- 
eration values. 

The pressure pad may contain a separate informa- 
tion unit, for instance consisting of light-emitting diodes 
(LEDs), or the sensor unit may have an outlet that can 
be connected to a display unit such as a screen, for dis- 
play of a curve showing compression depth(Sn) versus 
time, possibly together with other signals such as the 
ECG curve and inflation. 

Said outlet may in addition form an interface to a 
computer and/or a modem. 



CM 
< 



Direction of chest 
compression 



SW 




B 



9 



10 



Fig. 6 



Q_ 
111 



Printed bv Jouve. 75001 PARIS (FR) 



EP 1 057 451 A2 



Description 

[0001] The present invention regards a system for measuring and using parameters during chest compression in a 
life-saving situation or a practice situation, as stated in the introduction to Claim 1, and also an application as stated 
in Claim 11. Further characteristics of the invention will be seen from the remaining, dependent claims. The system 
may be connected to devices for performance feedback, in order to increase quality and efficiency. 
[0002] Chest compression is a part of cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). CPR is described as life-saving first 
aid, and is part of the treatment given in case of sudden cardiacdeath. The compression depth is an important parameter 
during chest compression, which distance is given in centimetres in the CPR guidelines. Up until now, it has not been 
possible to measure this quantity in a sensible manner in connection with chest compressions on humans. In practice 
situations involving manikins on the other hand, it is common practice to measure and feed this information back to 
the iifesaver. Through practising chest compression on a manikin, the lifesaver should be capable of repeating the 
same movement pattern on humans. Two facts make this difficult: First of all, studies show that a lot of people's ability 
to repeat this movement pattern is poor already immediately after being trained. Likewise, studies show that the ability 
to repeat the movement pattern is lessened further over time. Secondly, people who are to be given chest compressions 
will offer different degrees of resistance to the depression, as the human anatomy varies. As such, an assessment of 
the compression depth cannot be made on the basis of the force applied. The quality of the chest compression will be 
completely dependent on the ability of the rescuer to transfer what he or she has learnt in the practice situation, and 
his or her ability to judge the depth and rate of compressions. 

[0003] Studies in several countries have looked at the connection between the quality of cardiopulmonary resusci- 
tation (CPR) and survival. These have indicated that the survival rate increases by a factor of 3-4 in the case of hiqh 
quality CPR. 

[0004] The object of the present invention is therefore to make it possible to improve the quality of chest compres- 
sions, such that a larger number of patients survive. 

[0005] The above is provided through a device of the type mentioned initially, the characteristics of which can be 
seen from Claim 1. Further characteristics of the invention can be seen from the remaining, dependent claims. 
[0006] Feedback may be in the form of a visual representation or in the form of corrective and instructive voice 
messages to the user; or the feedback may be forwarded to an emergency centre that can interpret the situation and 
guide the user during the life-saving. The data collected, or the feedback, may also be stored in order to provide 
documentation of the treatment administered to the patient, and may if necessary be compared with the CPR guidelines, 
for the purpose of improving the training system if possible. 

[0007] The device according to the invention may be integrated in a defibrillator (AED) or be part of a device that 
measures and feeds back information regarding both compression and ventilation, or be a stand-alone device that 
only performs compression measurements and provides feedback, or it may form that part of the manikin sensor system 
which measures and registers chest compression. 

[0008] In the following, the invention will be described in greater detail with reference to the drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 schematically shows a manikin with a compression unit for implementation of the invention. 
Fig. 2 shows a curve diagram of measurement values relative to chest displacement. 

Fig. 3 schematically shows a pressure pad containing the compression unit connected to the defibrillator patient 
cable. 

Fig. 4 schematically shows an embodiment in which the pressure pad containing the compression unit is a stand- 
alone unit. 

Fig. 5 shows a second embodiment of the pressure pad containing the compression unit. 
Fig. 6 shows the principles of construction for the pressure pad 

Fig. 7 shows the principal arrangement using two accelerometers in order to reduce measurement errors for chest 
compression performed during transport 

[0009] The device may consist of a pad 4 that is connected to the patient's chest, the pad 4 having a supply cable 
with a terminal 1 for connection to electrodes 2. The top of the pad may be provided with instructions for placement of 
the pad in relation to the patient's nipples. The pad 4 provides a marker indicating where the lifesaver should put his 
hands in order to administer compressions, and also contains a sensor unit 9 for measuring depression, and possibly 
an additional sensor for the applied force. The sensor unit 9 consists of an accelerometer A and a force activated 
switch SW, and is connected to a calculation unit B in the form of for instance an electronic circuit. The force activated 
switch SW can be in the form of a membrane switch, and is arranged in the sensor unit 9 so that the applied vertical 
force is activating it. Together, the sensor unit 9 and the calculation unit B form the compression unit 1 0, see also Figure 

[0010] Accelerometer A may be of the type ADXL202 marketed by "Analog Devices", and may be provided on a 



« 



/ 



EP 1 057 451 A2 



10 



15 



printed circuit board arranged at right angles to the surface of the pad on which the lifesaver puts his hands. Upon 
depression of the pad, the printed circuit board with the accelerometer will move, and the sensor will deliver an accel- 
eration signal. 

[0011] The depression is obtained by integrating the acceleration twice. In order to produce this result only, the initial 
parameters are set to zero at time t=0. 
The two integrations yield: 



(1) j(acceleration)dt = Velocity + V Q 

(2) l(acceleration)dt = Distance + D 0 



Velocity at time t=0: V c = 0. 
Displacement at time t=0: Do = 0 



20 



In practice, this means that an integration circuit must be given the message to start the integration just as the depres- 
sion commences. This will minimise integration errors caused by other factors. 

[0012] The force activated switch SW being activated when the compression starts, or when the appiied force meas- 
ured exceeds a predetermined force can effect this. 

[0013] The first solution of the integral gives the velocity, or speed, plus the initial velocity V 0 , the initial velocity V 0 
being equal to zero when the integration commences upon activation of the switch, see also equation (1). The inte- 
gration of the resulting velocity gives the displacement plus the initial position D 0 . The initial position is equal to zero 
when the integration commences upon activation of the switch; see also equation (2). 

[0014] The estimated displacement (distance) S n is given by the following equation, which is deduced from the above 
integrals: 
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(3) 



Sn = Sn - l ~r 



V 



2 



a n ' t 



J 



in which n is the sample number, a n is the acceleration, and t s is the sample interval 
30 [0015] Table I shows calculations performed by use of the rule in equation (3), where f s is 1. Figure 2 shows the 
curve for the values in Table I. 
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Sample values 


Acceleration [cm/s 2 ] 


Calculation of depression S n [cm] 


Ao 


0 


0 


a i 


-2 


-1 


a 2 


0 


-3 


a 3 


2 


-4 


a 4 


2 


-3 


a 5 


0 


-1 


a 6 


-2 


0 


a 7 


0 


0 


a 8 


0 


0 


a 9 


0 


0 


a 10 


0 


0 



[0016] If an accelerometer measuring the acceleration along two axes is used, the accelerometer may be oriented 
so as to let one measurement axis represent the vertical acceleration and the other the horizontal acceleration. Hori- 
zontal acceleration is undesirable, as it indicates that the applied chest compression is not vertical. In case of such an 
indication , the device will be able to give feedback to the user to the effect that the chest compression must be performed 
vertically. 

[0017] This technique will be usable with other sensors, such as dynamometers, in order to obtain additional param- 
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eters for quality improvement. 

[0018] Above, the invention has been described as used on a patient. However it will also be possible to use the 
invention for training purposes, by arranging the compression unit 1 0 unit either on or in a manikin, see Figure 1 . The 
accelerometer can then be mounted on a plate in the manikin, which plate follows the chest compression in such a 
manner that the vertical acceleration indicates chest compression. Lung inflations can be measured by having the 
rising of the chest that is caused by the expansion of the manikin lungs act on an arm that rotates the plate on which 
the accelerometer is mounted, about an axis. Thereby the effect of gravity, g, on the accelerometer will cause the signal 
value to change. The compression unit 10 may also be used directly on the outside of the manikin, as if it were a 
patient. In this case, horizontal acceleration will indicate shaking in the manikin device. A force activated switch will 
also be provided here, in order to indicate the start of a chest compression, and the same calculations as mentioned 
above may be used to give an indication of the depression. 

[0019] Using the unit according to the invention inside a manikin is advantageous when compared with previously 
used devices, as the new unit takes up little space compared with previously used units, which often consist of a toothed 
rack that co-operates with a sliding potentiometer in order to measure the displacement, and which becomes relatively 
large in size, thus leaving little space for other manikin equipment that is required in order to practice CPR and register 
all activity on the manikin. 

[0020] The measured values can be transmitted to a separate calculation unit B that may be arranged in the pressure 
pad, as indicated in Fig. 4, or the measurement values are transmitted directly via separate supply leads 3 directly to 
a defibrillator 5 that employs its built-in CPU in order to perform the calculations, see also Figure 3. Said calculation 
unit B may for instance consist of a CPU unit and associated components for performing the calculations, and is 
technically considered to be prior art that anyone who is skilled in the art may implement. As such, it does not form 
part of the invention, and is not described in greater detail herein. When using a standard defibrillator 5 that is appro- 
priate for this purpose, the information unit in this may be used to guide the lifesaver. 

[0021] When using a stand-alone unit, this must be equipped with a separate CPU in orderto perform the calculations, 
as well as a separate information unit. This information unit may simply consist of light-emitting diodes (LEDs) 6 as 
indicated in Figure 4. In the unit shown in Figure 4, the electronics and indicators are built into a pressure pad 4, which 
is provided with markings that show where on the patient the pressure pad should be placed and where the chest 
compression should be carried out. The light-emitting diodes may for instance indicate depression by one diode lighting 
up for each centimetre. When the depression exceeds 5 cm, the colour changes e.g. from green to red. 
[0022] Figure 5 shows another possible embodiment of the invention, in which the pressure pad 4 has an outlet that 
can be connected to a display unit 7, for instance a screen, in order to provide feedback and possibly instructions. The 
estimated compression depth Sn being shown as indicated by the curve Sn in Figure 2. It may also show the inflations 
to the patient during the CPR. The inflation signal is produced in a known mannerper se, by the display unit containing 
a measurement system that measures the impedance between the electrodes 2, and in which inflation causes a change 
in this impedance. The display unit 7 may also consist of a screen and a loudspeaker that provides feedback in the 
form of speech or sound signals, or a loudspeaker unit on its own. Instead of a separate display unit or in addition to 
the separate display unit, a computer may be connected forfurther processing of the data, or a modem or similar may 
be connected for transmission of data for instance to an emergency centre. 

[0023] Figure 5 shows a connector 8 for connecting to the above-mentioned units or a defibrillator, which in addition 
to receiving the signals from the compression unit 4, also can receive signals (ECG) from the electrodes 2 or deliver 
electrical shocks via the electrodes 2. 

[0024] Occasionally, CPR must be performed during transportation, like in an ambulance, in a boat or aeroplane. In 
these conditions, the accelerometer A will also be affected by the overall vertical movement of the vehicle, thus intro- 
ducing an integration error on estimated chest compression depth S n . Fig 7 shows the use of a second accelerometer 
A2, placed for instance within the defibrillator 5. This accelerometer is arranged to sense the vertical movement of the 
vehicle, and by subtracting the signal A2 n from A2 from the signal A n from A using the calculation unit B, the integration 
error is significantly reduced.: 

50 a n = A n A2 n 
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Claims 



1. System for measuring and using parameters when performing chest compression in a life-saving situation or a 
practice situation, wherein is included a calculation unit set to determine depression depth during compression by 
using signals from a sensor unit consisting of a force activated switch set to respond when the depression com- 
mences, thereby indicating the start of the movement, and an accelerometer set to follow the movement of the 
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chest. 



2. System for measuring and using parameters when performing chest compression in a life-saving situation or a 
practice situation, wherein a calculation unit (B) is set to estimate compression depth as a function of the difference 

5 of the signals from a first accelerometer set to follow the movement of the chest, and a second accelerometer set 

to follow the movement of the patient. 

3. System according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein the sensor unit is placed inside a pressure pad to be arranged on a 
patient's or manikin's chest. 

10 

4. System according to Claims 3, wherein the pressure pad is provided with markings on the top for guidance re- 
garding placement on a patient's or manikin's chest. 

5. System according to Claims 1 or 2, wherein the calculation unit is an electronic circuit arranged in the pressure pad. 

15 

6. System according to Claims 1 or 2, wherein the calculation unit determines the approximate depression depth Sn 
according to the equation 



20 



r 



Sn « Sn - I 4" 



25 in which n is the sample number, a n is the acceleration, and ^ is the sample interval, the calculation being carried 

out for as long as the force activated switch is activated. 

7. System according to Claims 3, wherein the pressure pad contains a separate feedback unit, for instance consisting 
of light emitting diodes, and/or an audio unit for providing feedback and possibly instructions in the form of speech. 

30 

8. System according to Claims 3, wherein the pressure pad includes an outlet that can be connected to a display 
unit, e.g. a screen, for display of a curve showing the depression depth versus time. 

9. System according to Claims 3, wherein said outlet in the pressure pad forms an interface to a defibrillator, a 
35 computer and/or a modem. 

10. System according to Claims 8, wherein the display unit includes a loudspeaker unit for providing feedback and 
any instructions in the form of speech. 

40 11. Application of a system including a sensor unit, consisting of an accelerometer and a force activated switch con- 
nected to a calculation unit, that measures parameters such as depression depth and depression rate when chest 
compression is performed in a life-saving situation or a practice situation, in which the sensor unit and the calcu- 
lation unit are arranged inside a pressure pad, together with means of providing feedback regarding performance, 
where the feedback may be visual and/or verbal or in the form of sound signals. 

45 

12. Application according to Claim 11 of a system that measures parameters when chest compression is performed 
in a life-saving situation or a practice situation, in which the sensor unit and the calculation unit are connected to 
a defibrillator, or alternatively the calculation unit forms an integral part of the defibrillator, and where the defibrillator 
includes means of providing feedback regarding the performance of the chest compression. 

50 

13. Application according to Claim 11 of a system that measures parameters when chest compression is performed 
in a practice situation, in which the sensor unit and the calculation unit are placed inside a manikin together with 
means for providing feedback regarding performance, where the feedback may be visual and/or verbal or in the 
form of sound signals. 

55 
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